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sin’s regional advantage at producing those products. After strong growth in 2000s, the number of
certified organic farms in Wisconsin has been stable (Figure 1), but sales have steadily increase and

) ) . , , the average sales per
Figure 2: Wisconsin Number of Organic Farm Operations

farm increased from
$37,127 in 2002 to
$197,697 in 2022. In-

deed, because most or-

25,000 to $49,999 . . . .
’ o8 - ganic farms in Wisconsin

$50,000 or more

have sales greater than
$10,000 to $24,999 $50,000 in annual reve-
nue, coupled with aver-
65,000 080,509 . age annual sales of al-
most $200,000, this indi-
cates that most organic

$110$4,999 - farms can be considered

commercial operations.

o

100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800

Source: Census of Agriculture, 2022

>
£
(o)
c
O
O
Ll
.E
1))
c
O
O
.g
=
()
L
e
(@)
o=
()}
| -
-
=
-
.2
o
<
Y
o
c
.Q
o)
-
e
-
o
c
O
O

aayY FAR,
DM“/_ R MEHS State Of Wisconsin
= 3 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, Economic Development Administration
TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION University Center

DIVISION OF EXTENSION
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

OFWISCONSIN

Updated 2024




O rg a n iC Ag ricu Itu re E;I(\ESQQTSYigIPWISCONSIN—MADISON

The locations of certified or- Figure 3: Farm Operations with USDA Certified Organic
ganic agricultural operations 52 s

in the United States are
mapped in Figure 3, where
each dot represents an or-
ganic farm operation. Much
of organic agriculture is con-
centrated along the West
Coast, the Northeast, and in
the Great Lakes Region. Rela-
tive to neighboring states,
Wisconsin has a strong or-
ganic agricultural sector.
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Wisconsin generates eco-

nomic activity both directly by they own operations about also via the multiplier effect of the spending associ-
ated with the farms. In total, organic farming supports 2,118 jobs, $92.3 million in labor income (wages, sala-

ries and proprietor income), $201.0 million in total income (labor income plus all other sources of income) and
$424.2 million in industrial sales or revenue (Table 1). This economic activity also generates tax revenues flow-
ing to all levels of government (Table 2).

rTnhaorukir the Table 1: Contribution of Organic Farming to Wisconsin Economy
Labor Income Totallncome Industry Sales

share of Employment MM MM MI\S//I
organic (MM$) (MM$) (MM$)
products Contribution to Wisconsin Economy 2,118 $92.3 $201.0 $424.4
remains Economic Multiplier 1.577 1.945 1.813 1.677
small, con-
sumerin-  Table 2: Contribution of Organic Farming to Government Revenue
terestin Local Govt. State Govt.  Federal Govt.  Total Govwt,
certified (MM$) (MM$) (MM$) Rev. (MM$)

i d
organic and i, tribution to Government Revenues $4.6 $9.2 $22.6 $36.4
other value

-added labels continues to grow. This creates opportunities for farmers to abide by standards and leverage
these marketing channels to capture additional value from the market. For more information on organic agri-
culture in Wisconsin, visit: https://cias.wisc.edu/our-work/farming-systems/organics/
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